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OPEN YOUR BIBLE
STUDY COMPANION

Biblical Confrontation
When Should I Speak Up, When Should I Let It Go, and What Does Love Require?

A printable companion for testing confrontation, overlooking, correction, witnesses, repentance, boundaries,
disengagement, and restoration in Scripture.

STUDY RULE
Do not begin with, “What do I want to say?” Begin with, “What actually happened, what does Scripture call it, and what does
love require from me?”

Name:
Date started:
Study completed:

Don't take my word for it - Open your Bible.
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How to Use This Companion

Use this packet beside the full Biblical Confrontation Bible Study. Read the assigned passage first, then answer from the
text before applying it to a current relationship. The goal is not to collect verses that justify the response you already
want; it is to let Scripture correct your instincts.

KEEP FOUR QUESTIONS IN FRONT OF YOU
What actually happened? What responsibility belongs to me? What is love trying to accomplish? What response is
proportionate?

Working Rules

Facts before motives.

Scripture before preference.

Self-examination before accusation.

Restoration before humiliation.

The narrowest level of involvement that serves truth and safety.

No endless argument after the matter has been clearly heard.

Safety overrides any formula that would require a dangerous private confrontation.
Grace remains able to recognize genuine change.

Quick Definitions

Overlooking an offense:

Ooooooooo

Biblical confrontation:

Correction:

Boundary:

Restoration:
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Before You Study
Record your starting assumptions honestly. You will return to these answers at the end.
When someone hurts me, what usually determines whether I speak or stay silent?

What makes confrontation feel righteous to me?

What makes silence feel righteous to me?

How do I normally react when someone confronts me?

What current situation am I quietly thinking about as I begin this study?

STARTING PRAYER
Ask Yehovah for truth without self-righteousness, courage without harshness, grace without avoidance, and wisdom to
know the difference.
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Study Progress

Leviticus 19 - Rebuke Inside Love
Proverbs 19 - When Love Overlooks
Overlook or Address?

Matthew 7 - Check for Lumber

Sin, Responsibility, or Preference?
Galatians 6 - Restoration Is the Goal
Ephesians 4 - Truth in Love

Matthew 18:15 - The Direct Conversation
Matthew 18:16-17 - When Private Confrontation Fails
Safety and Serious Misconduct

Facts, Motives, and Denial

When They Turn It Back on You

Apology, Repentance, and Fruit

When Confrontation Becomes a Boundary
Changed Fellowship Without Hatred

2 Timothy / Titus - Stop Arguing

Proverbs 26 - Answer or Do Not Answer?
Receiving Correction

What If I Was Wrong?

Confronting Authority

Correcting False Teaching

When Love Requires Walking Away
Confrontation Cannot Produce Repentance
When Genuine Change Happens

Practice Scenarios

Final Biblical Framework

dododoooodoooooooooooooooooaoaao
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Rebuke Inside Love

READ: Leviticus 19:15-18

The command to rebuke sits beside commands against hatred, vengeance, grudges, and injustice. Keep the whole
context together.

HEART CHECK
If I could get truth and repair without the other person feeling humiliated, would that satisfy me?

Open Your Bible
What instructions surround the command to rebuke?

How can silence allow hatred or resentment to grow?

What would make rebuke turn into vengeance?

What am I hoping will happen if I speak?
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When Love Overlooks
READ: Proverbs 19:11

Scripture makes room for a form of love that releases an offense instead of turning it into a case file.

OVERLOOKING
If T am going to let it go, I must let it go - not preserve it as sarcasm, gossip, withdrawal, or future ammunition.

Open Your Bible
What does wisdom do to anger in this verse?

What does it mean to genuinely overlook rather than merely postpone confrontation?

What signs would show I am still punishing the person for something I claim to have released?

Name one current irritation that may not need a confrontation at all.
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Overlook or Address?
Use this before deciding that every hurt must be confronted or every offense must be absorbed.
What exactly happened?

How serious is it?

Was anyone else harmed or placed at risk?

Is it isolated or part of a pattern?

Can I genuinely release it without resentment or changed trust?

Is this Scripture, a legitimate responsibility, an agreement, or my preference?

DECISION POINT
If the matter can genuinely die in love, overlooking may be faithful. If silence protects resentment, ongoing harm,
deception, or a repeated pattern, love may require action.
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Check for Lumber
READ: Matthew 7:1-5

Yeshua does not say the speck never matters. He requires the correcting person to become honest about the plank first.

SELF-EXAMINATION
Owning my part does not erase theirs. It removes hypocrisy from the conversation.

Open Your Bible
What kind of judging does Yeshua condemn?

What must happen before the speck is addressed clearly?

What part of this conflict belongs to my responsibility?

Am I using the other person’s wrongdoing to avoid facing my own?
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Sin, Responsibility, Agreement, or Preference?

Before attaching spiritual weight to a complaint, identify the category honestly.

[ Directly commanded or forbidden by Scripture

[J Alegitimate responsibility arising from the relationship or role
0 An agreement or promise that was actually made

[ Arequest or preference I strongly value

O Anirritation I assumed the other person should somehow know
The expectation I am considering:

What biblical text or actual agreement establishes it?

If this is a preference, how should my language change?

LANGUAGE MATTERS
“I would appreciate...” is not the same claim as “Yehovah requires...” Do not make Scripture carry authority He did not give
your preference.
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Restoration Is the Goal

READ: Galatians 6:1-5
Paul gives correction both a purpose and a posture: restoration with gentleness, while watching yourself.

GOAL TEST
If they immediately owned the wrong, apologized, and began changing, would I be satisfied - or do I still need them to hurt?

Open Your Bible
What goal is named in verse 1?

What posture should characterize the correcting person?

What temptations might the correcting person need to watch in themselves?

What could restoration require beyond an apology?
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Truth in Love
READ: Ephesians 4:15, 25-32

Truth can be accurate and still be spoken sinfully. Paul places truthful speech inside a larger ethic of love, anger,
kindness, and restraint.

SPEECH TEST
Is it true? Is it necessary? Am I saying it to the right person? Is my purpose faithful?

Open Your Bible
List the kinds of speech and attitudes addressed in this passage.

How can audience turn true information into gossip?

How can timing make true words needlessly destructive?

What is the difference between firmness and contempt?
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The Direct Conversation
READ: Matthew 18:15

For ordinary relational sin, Yeshua begins with directness and privacy.

DIRECTNESS
Speak to them before making the conflict larger - unless safety, serious misconduct, or another responsibility makes private
handling unwise.

Open Your Bible
What is the first step?

What appears to be the goal?

Why can privacy protect both people?

What is the difference between wise counsel and recruiting supporters?

How can I approach while remaining open to having misunderstood?
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When Private Confrontation Fails
READ: Matthew 18:16-17

The process broadens when refusal persists. Additional people should serve truth, not simply strengthen one side.

WITNESSES
Choose people committed to truth, not people selected because they already agree with you.

Open Your Bible
What changes after the first conversation fails?

What should one or two others contribute?

Why should they be able to correct either side?

How does repeated refusal become part of the problem?
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When Safety Changes the Process

Matthew 18 must not be turned into a secrecy rule for violence, credible threats, stalking, coercive control, sexual
abuse, child abuse, serious exploitation, criminal behavior, or other significant danger. A private confrontation can
increase risk in some situations.

What facts make this more than ordinary relational conflict?

Could announcing a confrontation, boundary, or plan increase danger?

Who may need to know first: trusted support, organizational authority, advocate, medical professional, law
enforcement, child-protection system, or emergency service?

What would prudent safety planning look like before any direct conversation?

SAFETY RESOURCE
In the U.S., the National Domestic Violence Hotline provides confidential support and safety planning: 800-799-SAFE (7233),
text START to 88788, or TheHotline.org. If there is immediate danger or a life-threatening emergency, contact 911.
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Facts, Motives, and Denial

Confrontation is clearer when facts, interpretations, and assumed motives are kept distinct.

PRECISION
“You said these words and I experienced them as humiliating” is different from “You were trying to humiliate me.”

Open Your Bible
Observable fact: What was actually said or done?

Interpretation: What meaning did I give it?

Motive: What am I assuming about why they did it?

What evidence supports the fact? What remains uncertain?

If the person denies a clearly established fact, how might the issue shift toward trust and truthfulness?
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When They Turn It Back on You
READ: Matthew 7:1-5

A counter-concern may be deflection, but it may also be true. Two people can be wrong in the same conflict.

BOTH CAN BE TRUE
My sin does not erase theirs. Their sin does not erase mine. Truth can hold both.

Open Your Bible
Would their counter-concern still matter if I had never confronted them?

What part of their concern do I need to own?

How can I own my part without abandoning the original issue?

Am I expecting them to accept correction in a way I refuse to accept it myself?

OpenYourBible.org « 16



OPEN YOUR BIBLE ¢ BIBLICAL CONFRONTATION « STUDY COMPANION
Apology, Repentance, and Fruit
READ: 2 Corinthians 7:8-11

Emotion can accompany repentance, but emotion is not the same thing as repentance. Responsibility and fruit matter.

APOLOGY TEST
“I was overwhelmed, but I should not have done that” keeps responsibility. “I only did that because you...” shifts it.

Open Your Bible
What fruit does Paul associate with godly grief?

What is the difference between explaining context and excusing conduct?

Is the person owning the act, or relocating responsibility?

What has changed after previous apologies?

What evidence would show repentance over time?
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When Confrontation Becomes a Boundary

If the concern has been clearly understood and the behavior continues, another explanation may not be the next
faithful step.

DISTINCTION
Confrontation says, “This needs to be addressed.” A boundary says, “Because it remains unchanged, this is how I will
respond.”

Open Your Bible
What has already been clearly communicated?

What behavior remains unchanged?

What access, participation, or responsibility is directly connected to the problem?

What boundary could govern my own response without trying to force agreement?

What would make the boundary punitive or unrelated to the problem?
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Changed Fellowship Without Hatred
READ: 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15

Paul can call for relational consequences while also saying not to regard the person as an enemy.

KEEP BOTH
Distance can be corrective without becoming hatred.

Open Your Bible
What relational change appears in the passage?

What purpose seems to lie behind it?

How does verse 15 govern the attitude of the community?

What would changed fellowship look like without contempt?
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When to Stop Arguing
READ: 2 Timothy 2:23-26; Titus 3:9-11
Correction has a purpose. Quarrelling becomes repetitive, competitive, and detached from realistic fruit.

STOP TEST
Do they understand what I believe? Have I heard their response? Is another explanation likely to add anything?

Open Your Bible
What disputes does Paul warn against?

How should Yehovah’s servant correct?

Who ultimately grants repentance?

What progression appears in Titus 3?

Has any current conversation moved from correction into repetitive argument?
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Answer or Do Not Answer?
READ: Proverbs 26:4-5

Wisdom sometimes answers foolishness and sometimes refuses to join it. There is no universal response.

ONLINE CHECK
The last word is not a spiritual office. One clear answer may serve readers; twenty-four more may only serve the argument.

Open Your Bible

What danger does verse 4 describe?

What danger does verse 5 describe?

Who else is listening, and would clarification serve them?

Would another response protect truth or merely feed the spectacle?
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Receiving Correction
READ: Proverbs 27:5-6

A person who believes in confrontation only when doing the confronting has not learned the principle.

TEACHABILITY
If T expect others to listen without defensiveness, I should practice the same discipline.

Open Your Bible
What makes a wound from a friend “faithful”?

Who in my life has permission to tell me I am wrong?

What happens inside me when someone challenges my interpretation?

Can I say, “I disagree with part of that, but I need to consider this part”?
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What If | Was Wrong?

Being convinced does not make us infallible. New information may show that we misunderstood, assigned motive
wrongly, relied on incomplete information, or repeated something untrue.

What new information would change my conclusion?

If I was wrong, what do I need to say directly to the person?

Did I involve anyone else who now needs a correction of the record?

What would keep pride from turning a mistaken confrontation into a permanent accusation?

REPAIR
If the accusation became public, repair may need to become public enough to reach the people who received the false
version.
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Confronting Authority
READ: Galatians 2:11-14; Acts 22:22-29

Authority deserves proper respect, but Scripture does not treat authority as moral infallibility.

AUTHORITY
Respect does not require participation in wrongdoing.

Open Your Bible
What do these passages show about responding to influential or official people?

How can respect and refusal coexist?

What power difference affects the wisdom or safety of direct confrontation?

What legitimate outside channel may be appropriate if private conversation is insufficient?

OpenYourBible.org « 24



OPEN YOUR BIBLE ¢ BIBLICAL CONFRONTATION « STUDY COMPANION
Correcting False Teaching
READ: Acts 18:24-28; Galatians 2:11-14

Not every doctrinal disagreement requires public battle. The seriousness, audience, and effect of the error matter.

TEACHING TEST
Correct the claim at the level necessary to protect truth. Do not turn disagreement into character assassination.

Open Your Bible
How does the correction of Apollos differ from the correction of Peter?

What might explain the different settings?

Is the issue central, harmful, or simply an interpretive disagreement?

How public is the teaching and who is affected?

How can I address the teaching without claiming to know the teacher’s motives?
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When Love Requires Walking Away

READ: Matthew 10:14-16

Yeshua did not treat endless engagement as the measure of faithfulness. Yet leaving should not become a shortcut
around ordinary discomfort.

WITHDRAWAL
You may walk away because truth has already been spoken - not because truth stopped mattering.

Open Your Bible
Has the concern already been clearly communicated?

Has the other person meaningfully heard and responded?

Would another conversation add anything new?

Am I leaving because the responsibility is fulfilled, or because I never wanted the conversation?
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Confrontation Cannot Produce Repentance

READ: 2 Timothy 2:24-26

You can speak, warn, explain, invite, involve others, and establish consequences. You cannot control another person’s
heart.

JURISDICTION
I am responsible for faithful obedience. I am not responsible for manufacturing another person’s repentance.

Open Your Bible
What belongs to the servant of Yehovah in this passage?

What belongs to Yehovah?

How can repeated pressure become an attempt to control the result?

What responsibility remains mine if the person never changes?
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When Genuine Change Happens
READ: 2 Corinthians 2:5-11

Correction must remain capable of recognizing when it has accomplished its purpose.

GRACE NOTICES PATTERNS OF CHANGE
Wisdom remembers history. Grace also pays attention when the evidence changes.

Open Your Bible
What does Paul fear if correction goes too far?

What does he tell the community to reaffirm?

What evidence of changed fruit should affect trust or access over time?

What consequences may remain even after genuine repentance?

Am I still relating to anyone entirely through the lens of who they used to be?
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Practice Scenarios: 1-4
For each scenario test: facts, category, self-examination, goal, proportion, and next step.
1. The Friend Who Is Always Late

A friend is usually ten to twenty minutes late for coffee, but dependable in serious situations.
Overlook, request, or confront? What facts matter?

2. The Sister Who Insults Your Husband

Your sister repeatedly makes demeaning comments about your husband at family gatherings. You have laughed them
off, but resentment is growing.

What changes because it is repeated and affects someone else?

3. The Church Friend Who Gossips
A friend regularly shares other people’s private information under the label of “prayer.”
What needs confrontation? What access may need to change?

4. The Parent Who Calls Every Disagreement Dishonor
An adult son makes a holiday decision for his household and his mother calls the disagreement rebellion.

What is Scripture, what is preference, and what response preserves honor without surrendering adult
responsibility?
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Practice Scenarios: 5-8

5. The Spouse Who Says, “You Made Me”
After cruel words, one spouse apologizes by saying, “I only get like that when you push me.”
What is owned? What is shifted? When might a boundary become more useful than another argument?

6. The Online Teacher You Believe Is Wrong
A Christian teacher posts an interpretation you believe seriously misrepresents Scripture.
Private, public, or no correction? What determines the level?

7. The Friend Who Corrects You

You expect support, but your trusted friend says the other person was wrong and you were manipulative in your
response.

What does teachability require before you reject or accept her assessment?

8. The Conversation You Have Had Fifteen Times

A relative repeatedly raises the same subject. Both of you know the other’s arguments, and every discussion ends in
anger.

Does faithfulness require another debate? What would gracious disengagement sound like?
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Biblical Framework for Confrontation

1. Establish what actually happened before assigning motive.

2. Classify the issue: sin, serious harm, broken responsibility, agreement, pattern, preference, or misunderstanding.
3. Ask whether the matter can genuinely be overlooked.

4. Examine your own heart and contribution before correcting.

5. Identify what love is trying to accomplish.

6. Speak specifically, truthfully, and proportionately.

7. Use the narrowest level of involvement that serves truth and safety.
8. Let witnesses serve truth, not merely your side.

9. Watch fruit rather than emotion alone.

10. Let repeated refusal change your response when appropriate.

11. Know when correction has become quarrelling.

12. Accept that you cannot manufacture repentance.

13. Remain open to being wrong and to correcting the record.

14. Remain open to genuine restoration when fruit changes.

Which step do I most often skip?

Oooooooooooooo >»

Which step is hardest in the situation I am currently thinking about?
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Final Open Your Bible Review

How do Leviticus 19 and Proverbs 19 keep confrontation and overlooking in balance?

What does Matthew 7 require before correction?

How do you distinguish sin from preference?

What is the goal of Galatians 6 correction?

How can true speech still become sinful speech?

What is the ordinary first step in Matthew 18, and when is it not a safe universal formula?

What are witnesses for?

How can denial change the issue from explanation to trust?

What makes an apology different from repentance?

When should confrontation become a boundary?

How can fellowship change without hatred?

How can you tell when correction has become quarrelling?

Why do Proverbs 26:4 and 26:5 belong together?

What does it mean to remain correctable while correcting?

Why can you not produce another person’s repentance?

What should happen when genuine change becomes evident?
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After the Study

How would I define biblical confrontation now?

What current issue may need to be genuinely overlooked?

What current issue may require a truthful conversation?

Where do I need to own my own part before speaking?

Where may I need to stop arguing and change my response instead?

What result do I need to release to Yehovah?

FINAL QUESTION
What would faithfulness look like if my goal were obedience rather than winning?

Passages Used in This Study

Leviticus 19:15-18; Proverbs 19:11; Proverbs 26:4-5; Proverbs 27:5-6; Matthew 7:1-5; Matthew 10:14-16; Matthew 18:15-17; Acts 18:24-
28; Acts 22:22-29; Romans 12:9-21; 2 Corinthians 2:5-11; 2 Corinthians 7:8-11; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-15; Galatians 2:11-14; Galatians 6:1-5;
Ephesians 4:15, 25-32; 2 Timothy 2:23-26; Titus 3:9-11; James 5:19-20; 1 Peter 4:8.

SAFETY RESOURCE
National Domestic Violence Hotline: 800-799-SAFE (7233), text START to 88788, or TheHotline.org. If there is immediate
danger or a life-threatening emergency, contact 911.

Don't take my word for it - Open your Bible.
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